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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BERLIN 02153 271353Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 AID-05 CIAE-00 FRB-03 INR-10 
NSAE-00 USIA-06 TRSE-00 XMB-02 OPIC-03 SP-02 
LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 NSC-05 SS-15 STR-07 CEA-01 
PA-01 /087W 

004399 271524Z/72 

R 271349Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7016 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
USMISSION USNATO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BERLIN 02153 

USDOC FOR BEWT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EEWT, ETRD, FR, GE 

SUBJECT: GDR ECONOMIC OFFICIALS PLAN VISIT TO FRANCE 

1 . FRENCH EMBASSY HERE HAS INFORMED US THAT SED ECONOMICS 
SECRETARY AND POLITBURO MEMBER GUENTHER MITTAG AND FIRST 
DEPUTY TRADE MINISTER/STATE SECRETARY GERHARD BEIL WILL 
VISIT FRANCE APRIL 17. PATTERN ESTABLISHED BY MITTAG'S 
VISIT TO JAPAN IN NOVEMBER 1977 SUGGESTS A MAJOR PIECE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 02153 271353Z 

OF BUSINESS WILL BE CONCLUDED ON TRIP; AND 
WE SUPPOSE A PRIME CANDIDATE IS A CONTRACT WITH CITROEN 
FOR CONSTRUCTION OF PASSENGER VEHICLE FRONT-WHEEL 
DRIVE TRANSMISSIONS. AT LEIPZIG FAIR, CITROEN DIRECTOR 
GENERAL RAYMOND RAVENEL IN REMARKS TO HONECKER ON A 
VISIT TO THE CITROEN STAND SAID CITROEN IS PREPARED TO 
BUILD SUCH A FACILITY ON THE BASIS OF 100 PERCENT PRODUCT 
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BUYBACK. PROMINENT AND EXPLICIT COVERAGE GIVEN BUYBACK 
COMMITMENT IN EAST GERMAN PRESS SUGGESTS DEAL IS 
IMMINENT. IT ALSO SUGGESTS FORWARD MOVEMENT ON OFF- 
AGAIN, ON-AGAIN PLANS FOR MANUFACTURE OF A NEW GDR 
PASSENGER CAR. BOLEN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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